
How to read a dogs pedigree 
A dog pedigree is basically a family tree. It shows a dog’s ancestors—usually parents, grandparents, 

and great-grandparents—and often includes titles, registration names, and health or breeding 

information. 

1. Start with the dog itself 

The dog you’re looking up is usually: 

• at the left side or center 

• listed with its registered name 

• sometimes also with:  

o registration number 

o date of birth 

o color 

o breeder/owner 

2. Read generation by generation 

The pedigree branches backward: 

• Sire = father 

• Dam = mother 

Then: 

• sire’s sire = paternal grandfather 

• sire’s dam = paternal grandmother 

• dam’s sire = maternal grandfather 

• dam’s dam = maternal grandmother 

Each column farther back is another generation. 

3. Understand common titles 

Names often include abbreviations showing achievements. 

Common examples: 

• NFC = National Field Champion 

• NAFC = National Amateur Field Champion 

• FC = Open Field Champion 



• AFC = Amateur Field Champion 

• MH = Master Hunter  

• SH = Senior Hunter 

• JH = Junior Hunter 

• WD / WDX = Working Dog / Working Dog Excellent 

• CH = Champion   This could be a show championship if looking at an AKC pedigree or a 

Field Trial Championship if looking at a UKC pedigree 

These titles suggest the dog was successful in field events.  

4. Look for kennel names 

A kennel name is the breeder’s line or program name, often appearing at the beginning or end of 

the dog’s registered name. 

Example: 

Sunnybrook’s Silver Star 

“Sunnybrook” may be the kennel name. 

This can help you identify bloodlines and breeders. 

5. Check for repeated names 

If the same dog appears more than once, that means linebreeding and/or inbreeding. 

• Linebreeding: repeating a strong ancestor to keep desirable traits 

• Closer repetition can increase predictability, but also may increase risk of inherited 

problems 

Repeated names are important if you’re evaluating health, temperament, or breeding quality.  This is 

not a negative breeding practice as long as the dog being seen more than once in the pedigree is a 

good dog.    

6. Watch for health information 

Some pedigrees include health clearances or test results, such as: 

• OFA = Orthopedic Foundation for Animals 

• CERF/CAER = eye certification 

• DM clear = clear of degenerative myelopathy mutation 

• HIP/ELBOW certified 

• Cardiac clear 

A pedigree with titles is nice, but health testing matters just as much or more!   Not every breeder 

has the resources or the training skills to title a dog in trials or tests.  However, every breeder can 



ensure the dogs they are breeding are healthy.   They can also take their dog to the field and see 

how it performs in hunting scenarios without participating in field events.  

7. Learn what the pedigree can tell you 

A pedigree may help you see: 

• consistency of champions  

• likely breed type or temperament trends 

• possible inherited strengths 

• repeated ancestors 

• whether the breeder tracks health and performance 

If the pedigree shows a family history of dogs that have done well in the field, then you have 

a better chance of getting a dog that will do well in the field.   The pedigree can show that 

the pups ancestory has been clear of genetic issues such as hip dysplasia, eye problems, and 

other genetic issues.  

8. Know what it cannot tell you 

A pedigree alone does not prove: 

• the dog is healthy 

• the dog has a good temperament 

• the breeder is responsible 

• the dog is right for your home 

You still need health records, breeder transparency, and information about the actual dog.  A 

registered dog does not mean it is a healthy dog.   Just because the general description of the breed 

describes the perfect dog for you, does not mean your pup will fit the description.   Go look at the 

parents and see if you like their personality and temperament.   

What to look for if you’re evaluating quality 

A good pedigree review usually asks: 

• Are there health clearances? 

• Are there performance titles relevant to the breed? 

• Are the same dogs repeated closely? 

• Do the ancestors match the traits you want? 

• Is the breeder able to explain the pedigree clearly? 



 

 

Here’s a picture of an AKC pedigree.  You can see titles before the names which are 
competitive field trial titles.   Titles at the end of the name are from Tests where dogs are not 
competing against each other but all are eligible to pass the test if they perform to the 
required level.    

Under some of the names you will see OFA information.  So under Nash’s mothers name, 
you will see OFA 38 G   This means the hip xray’s were taken when she was 38 months old 
and the rating given was Good.   The MH12 after her name shows she has passed 12 Master 
level hunt tests and the MHA is the Master Hunter Advanced title.    

Some dogs in the pedigree do not have any titles partly because the owner wasn’t 
interested in playing dog games.   For instance, High Plains Katy was a dog owned by a 



friend of mine.  Katy was a nice hunting dog and came from great genetics.  Her sire was an 
NFC.  So we had a litter and got some nice pups.    

Cheweky Wolf and Annickview Breeze are dogs that lived in Great Britain.  Their offspring 
were imported to the US so there are no titles on the AKC pedigree.  One needs to know 
how to research these dogs to have a better understanding of what they might produce.  

 


